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November 21, 2006

Maercker School District No. 60 Education Foundation announced its first grant awards, effective immediately 
for the current 2006-07 school year:

.
"Hands-on Science Experiments" was awarded $1,750 to incorporate two different hands-on, interactive science programs into the third grade science curriculum through High Touch-High Tech(.  One program engages children in the construction and use of compound and simple machines, and the other program provides for the exploration of changing weather conditions and acts of nature.  Project leader, 3rd grade teacher Becky Merrill, is supported by the entire 3rd grade teaching team, Candy Lee, Susan LeValley, Karin Miller, Kelly Olsen, Julie Reinert and Grace Rothrock.

.
"Literacy Backpacks" was awarded $1,087 to compile 60 backpacks containing materials that parents 

can use at home with their children to reinforce a variety of early literacy skills. There will be 10 different kinds of backpacks that each child will receive on a rotating schedule. Project leader is Maureen O'Neill, Kindergarten Special Education teacher, and project team members are Alexandria Laris, Speech & Language Pathologist, and Cheryl Ulreich, Even Start & Instructional Aide.

.
"SLANT System Overview Class" was awarded $775 for training and materials necessary to implement

a multi-sensory language program designed to improve reading, spelling and writing skills of struggling readers in third, fourth and fifth grades.  Project leader is Nancy Nault, reading specialist at Maercker School.

Jim Guthrie, Chairman of the Foundation Board of Directors, announced grant awards at the November 21st Maercker District 60 Board of Education meeting.  "It’s through the generosity of our Founding Donors that the Foundation was able to initiate a Fall grants cycle during the Foundation's first year of operation," Mr. Guthrie acknowledged.  The Foundation began operations in October, 2005.

The mission of the Foundation is to enhance and enrich the programs, activities and facilities of
 Maercker School District 60.  The Foundation is an Illinois Not-for-Profit corporation 

with 501(c)(3) status 
Charter Member National School Foundation Association
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Prior to the public announcement, Foundation Founding Donors were honored at a reception during which 
they met grant awardees.

.
Founding Donors at the "Supporter" level ($1,000-$4,999)


Employee Benefits by Design


Mike and Lisa Bishop
.
Founding Donors at the "Friend" level ($500-$999)


Kevin and Pam Cook


Ralph & Deb DelZenero


The Grossi family


Jim & Maria Guthrie


Hinsbrook Bank and Trust


Merrill Lynch


Oxford Bank



Thad & Sharon Pellino


In loving memory of Victor E. Schmidt, Ph.D. (uncle of Danielle B. Pindar)


Matt & Amy Wols.

"Founding Donor contributions, as well as the support of teachers, parents and community members, now 
enable us to initiate the Foundation's Spring, 2007 grant awards cycle," Mr. Guthrie announced.  Grant applications for the 2007-08 school year are due by March 1, 2007.  Awards will be announced at the May 15, 2007 
District 60 School Board meeting.  Grant Application forms and Guidelines are available on the Foundation’s website, www.maerckerfoundation.org.
"We have an incredibly talented and committed pool of teachers, staff and administrators in District 60," 
Mr. Guthrie remarked.  "The Foundation's Board of Directors is excited to see what innovative and curriculum-enhancing projects are proposed for next year."

The mission of the Maercker Educational Foundation is to raise funds through contributions, special events 

and other activities to provide grants for innovative educational projects proposed by District 60 teachers, administrators and staff that directly enhance and enrich the existing programs, activities and facilities of 
District 60.

Maercker School District 60 operates Holmes School (K-2), Maercker School (3-5) and Westview Hills 

School (6-8).  District 60 encompasses portions of the villages of Westmont, Willowbrook, Clarendon Hills, Darien, Hinsdale and unincorporated DuPage County.
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