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April 10, 2008

Maercker School District No 60 Education Foundation has announced additional spring grant awards for the 2007-08 school year.  A very special fundraising event, Mardi Gras Magic, on February 2, 2008, at the Willowbrook Holiday Inn allowed the Foundation additional funds making this spring grant cycle possible.   The following grants have been funded:

"Studio Grand Marimba" was awarded $3,000.00 for the purchase of a 4.3 octave Deluxe Studio Grand Marimba.  All band students in the 6th through 8th grades will benefit.  In addition, the general music curriculum will also have a chance to experience working with a Marimba.  Karen Moffett, Band Teacher, is the Project Leader.

"Calm Classroom" was awarded $1,890.00 for training sessions and CDs.  All students at Holmes School will benefit from this training for teachers that provides techniques for them to utilize a series of self-regulatory exercises designed to develop relaxation and concentration skills in the students.  In research that integrated relaxation and yoga based activities into the classroom, the results demonstrated that, among other things, work habits and academic performance improved.  Mimi Anderson is the Project Leader.

"Middle School Poetry Carts” was awarded $4,889.77 for the purchase of a cart and a variety of poetry for each grade level at Westview Hills Middle School.  This project will expose all students to a diverse group of poets and subject matters.  The students will also have an opportunity to analyze, interpret, write, and discuss the expressive genre of writing.   Sondra LaPointe and the other Language Arts Teachers will together implement this project at Westview Hills Middle School.

"Stop Up Day Goodie Bags” was awarded $2,000.00 for the purchase of bags of materials for each incoming third grade student.  Each bag will contain academic materials for each subject to be given to students to get a head start on the third grade curriculum over the summer.  These bags will be distributed on step-up day.  Grace Rothrock, a third grade teacher at Maerker School, is the Project Leader.
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"Dance Dance Revolution" was awarded $2,485.82 for the purchase of several components of dance fitness system that will be located at Westview Hills Middle School.  All students will benefit from this addition to the fitness curriculum.  Through the use of this system, students will increase cardiovascular endurance, hand/eye coordination and overall health while rejuvenating their love for exercise and encouraging lifelong fitness activity.  Gregg Boldman, Physical Education Teacher, is the Project Leader.

"Wildcat Spirit Puffs" was awarded $308.67 for the purchase eighteen pair of spirit puffs for the Westview Wildcat Cheerleaders. This project is expected to improve the cheer team and increase school spirit.  Erin Michelle Poloncsik, Language Arts teacher and Cheer Coach, is the Project Leader.

These grant awards were announced at the April 15th District 60 School Board meeting. Prior to the public announcement, the Maercker Educational Foundation held a reception to honor its Founding Donors, during which they had an opportunity to meet new 2008 grant awardees, District 60 Board of Education members and District 60 Administration officials.

The mission of the Maercker Educational Foundation is to raise funds through contributions, special events and other activities to provide grants for innovative educational projects proposed by District 60 teachers, administrators and staff that directly enhance and enrich the existing programs, activities and facilities of District 60.

Maercker School District 60 operates Holmes School (K-2), Maercker School (3-5) and Westview Hills Middle School (6-8).  The District encompasses portions of the villages of Westmont, Willowbrook, Clarendon Hills, Darien, Hinsdale and unincorporated DuPage County.

The mission of the Foundation is to enhance and enrich the programs, activities and facilities of
 Maercker School District 60.  The Foundation is an Illinois Not-for-Profit corporation 

with 501(c)(3) status 
Charter Member National School Foundation Association
