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Press Release

November 27, 2007
Maercker School District No 60 Education Foundation has announced additional grant awards for the 2007-08 school year.  Generous corporate Founding Donor contributions, coupled with community support of the June, 2007 Wild Side fundraising event, allowed the Foundation to follow its Spring, 2007 grant cycle with a second grant cycle for Fall, 2007.  The following additional grants have been funded:
.
"Classic Chimes" was awarded $2,339.00 for the purchase of Musser Classic Chimes for use by Band 
students, grades 6-8, as well as General Music students, grades 6-8, at Westview Hills Middle School.

Project Leader Karen Moffett worked in consultation with Jan Benson, General Music teacher at


Westview Hills, and Peggy Sue Casey, 5th grade Band Instructor at Maercker School, to develop the


proposal.  The addition of chimes will allow Band students to expand the variety of music they can play 
and will enhance the educational experience of all General Music students.
.
"Hands-on Science Experiments" was awarded $2,233.00 to incorporate two different interactive 
science programs into the Maercker School third grade science curriculum through High Touch-High 
Tech®.  Global Fever leads students to discover the effects of global warming as well as explores clean 
and renewable energy.  Newton in the Nutshell provides a hands-on look at inertia, motion and gravity.

The two 90-minute programs will be conducted in each third grade classroom during the remainder of 
the 2007-08 school year.  Project Leader Rebecca Merrill is joined by the entire third grade teaching 
team,  Susen LeValley,  Karin Miller,  Julie Reinert,  Grace Rothrock, Sharon Tepper and Stacy Ver 
Vynck, in implementing this project that will enhance the science curriculum for over 150 third graders.

.
"Sallie Wolf: Artist in Residence" was awarded $2,000.00 to contract with a professional artist for the 
conduct of workshops and an assembly at Holmes School.  One-hour workshops will be held with each 
second grade class during which students will witness a professional artist's creative process and learn 
drawing techniques around the theme of metamorphosis in nature. These workshops will be linked to 
the second grade science curriculum and conducted around the time that classroom tadpoles are just 
turning into frogs.  The students will learn creative sketching and journaling techniques. 
An additional 
workshop will be conducted for Holmes School teachers to teach them techniques to extend artistic 
journaling by students into any subject area.  An assembly will be conducted for all Holmes School first 
and second graders by Mrs. Wolf, during which she will present her children's books, sketches and 
journals.  Mary Ann Mikelsons, Art Specialist at Holmes and Maercker Schools, is Project Leader.
Maercker Educational Foundation

Press Release
November 27, 2007

Page two

.
"Making a Canvas Painting" was awarded $1,303.00 for the purchase of materials and tools to teach 
7th grade Art Education students how to make and prepare the canvas on which they subsequently will 
create different styles of paintings.   Students will learn how to build and glue a custom frame and then 
measure, cut, stretch and seal the painting canvas to prepare it for painting.
  Josh Vance, Art Teacher at 
Westview Hills Middle School, is Project Leader.

.
"Increasing Reading Comprehension with Audio Books" was awarded $1,028.32 for the purchase


of audio equipment and recorded books to be used by a class of fifth grade students both at school and at 
home.
The goal of the project is to enable struggling readers and ELL students to develop reading 
fluency, pronunciation skills and vocabulary improvement while listening to audio recordings as they 
follow written text. Both a hard copy of the book and the audio recording, along with the audio 
equipment, will be available to students for use at home.  Jonnette Maslowski, Fifth Grade Teacher


at Maercker School, is Project Leader.
The following initial 2007-08 grant proposals were funded in April, 2007:

.
"Pottery Wheels" was awarded $1,370.50 for the purchase of three pottery wheels for Westview Hills 
Middle School.  Art Teacher and Project Leader, Josh Vance, will extend the clay hand-building 
experiences of all 8th grade students to the use of pottery wheels.  Pieces will be fired in the 
 
existing kiln at the school.  Over 150 Westview Hills 8th grade students will benefit from this


art education enhancement.

.
"Math Backpacks" was awarded $1,250 for the development of materials to enhance math skills of 
Maercker School 3rd graders.  Six math skills topic areas will be reinforced and enriched through


activities and manipulatives in take-home packets:  Number Sense, Computation, Geometry, 
Measurement, Time and Money.  Project Leaders are third grade teachers, Grace Rothrock, 

Candy 
Lee and Karin Miller.  Team members include Amy Griffin, Sandra Hathaway and Barbara 
Perry.  Over 150 Maercker School 3rd grade students will be impacted.

.
"SLANT System" was awarded $150 for the purchase of additional materials to complete the
implementation of this multi-sensory language program designed to improve reading, spelling and 
writing skills of struggling readers in third, fourth and fifth grades at Maercker School.  Nancy Nault, 
reading specialist at Maercker School, is Project Leader.  Ms. Nault received training and initial 
materials purchase funding through a Foundation grant in November, 2007.  Utilization of the SLANT 
system with students began in March, 2007.
The additional 2007-08 grant awards were announced at the November 27th District 60 School Board meeting. Prior to the public announcement, the Maercker Educational Foundation held a reception to honor its Founding Donors, during which they had an opportunity to meet new 2007-08 grant awardees, District 60 Board of Education members and District 60 Administration officials.
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Founding Donors at the "Supporter" level ($1,000-$4,999):


Employee Benefits by Design



Mike and Lisa Bishop



The Coca-Cola Company, McDonald's Division



Cargill, Inc.



Kevin and Pam Cook



IMI Cornelius, Inc.



McDonald's Corporation


Founding Donors at the "Friend" level ($500-$999):



Ralph and Deb DelZenero



The Grossi Family



Jim and Maria Guthrie



Hinsbrook Bank and Trust



Merrill Lynch



Oxford Bank



Thad and Sharon Pellino



Matt and Amy Wols



In loving memory of Victor E. Schmidt, Ph.D., uncle of Danielle B. Pindar

The Foundation will conduct its next special fundraising event, Mardi Gras Magic, on February 2, 2008 at the Willowbrook Holiday Inn.  Information is available on the Foundation's website, www.maerckerfoundation.org.
The mission of the Maercker Educational Foundation is to raise funds through contributions, special events and other activities to provide grants for innovative educational projects proposed by District 60 teachers, administrators and staff that directly enhance and enrich the existing programs, activities and facilities of District 60.

Maercker School District 60 operates Holmes School (K-2), Maercker School (3-5) and Westview Hills Middle School (6-8).  The District encompasses portions of the villages of Westmont, Willowbrook, Clarendon Hills, Darien, Hinsdale and unincorporated DuPage County.
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance and enrich the programs, activities and facilities of

 Maercker School District 60.  The Foundation is an Illinois Not-for-Profit corporation 

with 501(c)(3) status 
Charter Member National School Foundation Association
