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Press Release

April 17, 2007
The Maercker School District No 60 Education Foundation has announced new grant awards for the 2007-08 school year and three new Founding Donors whose contributions will enable additional grants awards for the upcoming 2007-08 school year.
The following initial 2007-08 grant proposals have been funded:

.
"Pottery Wheels" was awarded $1,370.50 for the purchase of three pottery wheels for Westview Hills 
Middle School.  Art Teacher and Project Leader, Josh Vance, will extend the clay hand-building 
experiences of all 8th grade students to the use of pottery wheels.  Pieces will be fired in the 
 
existing kiln at the school.  Over 150 Westview Hills 8th grade students will benefit from this


art education enhancement.

.
"Math Backpacks" was awarded $1,250 for the development of materials to enhance math skills of 
Maercker School 3rd graders.  Six math skills topic areas will be reinforced and enriched through


activities and manipulatives in take-home packets:  Number Sense, Computation, Geometry, 
Measurement, Time and Money.  Project Leaders are third grade teachers, Grace Rothrock, 

Candy 
Lee and Karin Miller.  Team members include Amy Griffin, Sandra Hathaway and Barbara 
Perry.  Over 150 Maercker School 3rd grade students will be impacted.

.
"SLANT System" was awarded $150 for the purchase of additional materials to complete the
implementation of this multi-sensory language program designed to improve reading, spelling and 
writing skills of struggling readers in third, fourth and fifth grades at Maercker School.  Nancy Nault, 
reading specialist at Maercker School, is Project Leader.  Ms. Nault received training and initial 
materials purchase funding through a Foundation grant in November, 2007.  Utilization of the SLANT 
system with students began in March, 2007.
Nick Grossi, Foundation Grants Committee Chairman, announced grant awards at the April 17th Maercker District 60 School Board meeting.  "We continue to be impressed with the innovative ideas that District 60 teachers have to enhance the educational experiences of their students," Mr. Grossi said.
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance and enrich the programs, activities and facilities of

 Maercker School District 60.  The Foundation is an Illinois Not-for-Profit corporation 

with 501(c)(3) status 
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Sharon Pellino, Vice-Chairman of the Foundation, announced that three new Founding Donors made generous contributions in late March.  Three corporations each contributed $2,500 to the Maercker Educational Foundation:  The Coca-Cola Company, McDonald's Division; Cargill, Inc. and IMI Cornelius, Inc.
"These new Founding Donors, coupled with what we expect to be an awesome supporter turnout at the Foundation's "Walk on the Wild Side" dinner-dance fundraiser at Ashton Place on June 1, 2007, now allows the Foundation to offer another 2007-08 grant application opportunity," Mrs. Pellino announced.  The deadline for additional 2007-08 grant applications is October 1, 2007.  Grant awards will be announced at the November, 2007 District 60 School Board meeting.

Prior to the public announcement of grant awards, Maercker Educational Foundation Founding Donors were honored at a reception during which they met 2006-07 and new 2007-08 grant awardees, District 60 Board of Education members and District 60 Administration officials.

Founding Donors at the "Supporter" level ($1,000-$4,999):


Employee Benefits by Design



Mike and Lisa Bishop



The Coca-Cola Company, McDonald's Division



Cargill, Inc.



IMI Cornelius, Inc.


Founding Donors at the "Friend" level ($500-$999):



Ralph and Deb DelZenero



The Grossi Family



Jim and Maria Guthrie



Hinsbrook Bank and Trust



Oxford Bank



Thad and Sharon Pellino



Matt and Amy Wols



Kevin and Pam Cook



Merrill Lynch



In loving memory of Victor E. Schmidt, Ph.D., uncle of Danielle B. Pindar

The mission of the Maercker Educational Foundation is to raise funds through contributions, special events and other activities to provide grants for innovative educational projects proposed by District 60 teachers, administrators and staff that directly enhance and enrich the existing programs, activities and facilities of District 60.

Maercker School District 60 operates Holmes School (K-2), Maercker School (3-5) and Westview Hills Middle School (6-8).  The District encompasses portions of the villages of Westmont, Willowbrook, Clarendon Hills, Darien, Hinsdale and unincorporated DuPage County.
